
Settlements 



What is a settlement? 

• DEFINITION OF A SETTLEMENT:

• A settlement is any form of human dwelling, from the smallest house 
to the largest city. 

• Settlements can vary in size from the very small to extremely large. 
They can be as small as one house and as large as a megacity, home 
to tens of millions of people. They can be permanent or temporary. 
Settlements start in different places for different reasons.



There are many different types of settlements and these pictures help to give some idea of the variety of different homes 
and settlements there are around the world

English suburban semi-detached houses. American suburban semi-detached houses, Las Vegas



Trulli houses, Puglia, Italy Informal settlement, Johannesburg, South Africa



High-rise 
apartments, 
Tokyo, Japan

High-rise 
apartments, New 
York, USA



Reconstructed Anglo-Saxon settlement, UK Reconstructed Viking house



A traditional dwelling in Uganda A Yurt, Mongolia. These homes are designed to be 
mobile and can be constructed in two hours.



A traditional house from Japan. A traditional villa in Spain



We call the place where a settlement starts the site of a settlement and 
settlement sites are chosen because they have lots of good reasons for locating 
a settlement there. Flat land is a good reason for locating a settlement in a 
particular place. 

Can you think of any more reasons?

Flat land is easier to build on and it is good for growing crops.



Factors affecting the location of settlements
How do people know where to live?

• Flat land 
Flat land is good for crowing crops such as wheat and vegetables. It is also easier to build houses on flat land and 
it is easier to travel around.

• Water supplies 
Water is essential as it is needed for cooking, washing, cleaning and drinking. It is also heavy to move around so 
you want a water supply close by to your house.

• Building supplies
Building supplies are needed for homes but they are also needed to build farm buildings. A good supply of wood 
and stone helps.

• Protection 
Villages a long time ago were always being attacked by Saxon and Viking invaders. Being on a hill 
made the settlement easier to defend and see your enemies coming.



• Supply of wood
Wood was needed for fires to cook on and keep warm. Wood was also used for making utensils and farming 
implements.

• Bridging point
It is hard to imagine now with our modern wide bridges crossing rivers wherever we want but many years ago, 
rivers proved to be huge obstacles preventing easy movement of goods and people. Where rivers were easier to 

cross, many people met there proving to be a good place to have a market.

• Shelter from the weather 
Winds from the north are cold and south facing slopes get more sun so crops grow well when they are sheltered 
from the cold weather.



CITY: A city would have a wide range of services but not as 
many as a large city.

LARGE TOWN: Large towns now see a much more varied range 
of shops available when compared to villages.

TOWN: Towns see an increase in services, for example, they 
would have senior schools and police stations.

VILLAGE: Villages start to have some basic services like a petrol 
station or a vilage shop.

HAMLET: Hamlets have very tiny populations and few services, if 
any.

100,000-300,000 people 

20,000-100,000 people 

1,000-20,000 people 

100-1,000 people 

< 100 people 



Some cities are so large, they can be 
seen from space

Have a look closely at this image. 

Here is Berlin taken from a satellite in October 
2006. 

If you look closely, you can see lakes and forests, 
rivers and canals, roads and railways. 



Here is a large hospital. It can cater for 
hundreds of patients a day. Would you expect 
to find this in a village? town? or city?

There are many different services that you can 
find in settlements. 

Can you think of any more?

What will you find in a village, town or city?



What will you 
find in a 
village, town or 
city?




