
Rock 
properties 



Challenge:

1 Choose three rocks that are very different and look at 
them closely

2 Label your rocks A, B and C and then complete the table 
on the next slide.



Rock Properties – put a tick in the boxes that apply to each rock
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ROCK A

ROCK B

ROCK C

Which 2 rocks are most alike? ____________________________________________________________

Which 2 rocks are the most different? _____________________________________________________



Classifying rocks
Is the rock mainly 
white or coloured?

WhiteColoured

Limestone 

Chalk

Yes

Pumice

No

YesNo

Does it have visible 
grains?

Slate

Is the rock hard or 
soft?

SoftHard

Does the rock have 
visible layers?

Sandstone

You can test whether a rock is 
hard or soft by scratching the 
surface with a fork.  If the fork 
scratches off any dust, or if you 
can make a mark on the surface 

of the rock with the fork, it is 
’soft’

You might be able to 
identify the names of 
your rocks by following 
this classification key..



Pumice Sandstone Marble Obsidian

Limestone Gneiss Basalt Slate

Granite Chalk Quartzite Conglomerate

Some Common Types Of Rocks
Do your rocks look like any of these? 


