
LOCKDOWN NEWSLETTER

• Either print off the Template on the next slide (delete the text 
first) or copy it onto a plain piece of paper (ask a grown up to 
help and please USE A RULER FOR ALL LINES!)

• Work through the different activities, filling in each of the
sections. You should aim to do one activity per day.  Top Tips for 
each section are included in the following slides

• Don’t forget to include a title (a headline!) for your newsletter.

• You could decorate and use different colours to make it stand 
out.

• When you have finished ask a grown up to take a good / clear 
photograph and email it to me:  
janine.bennett@greenway.herts.sch.uk

I will then put together a book of all your newsletters and share 
with everyone in the class.

I can’t wait to hear about what you’ve been up to!

Take a look at my Newsletter.  I hope you find this useful and help 
you think of some ideas to include in your own!

Instructions

http://greenway.herts.sch.uk


Title (or Headline!)

By _________________________
Dear Diary….

My favourite thing to do in Lockdown…

A puzzle, riddle / joke or:-

A diagram of something you’ve enjoyed
doing!

Lockdown Haiku



LIFE IN LOCKDOWN!
By Mrs Bennett
Dear Diary,
I had a lovely day today – possibly the best day yet in 
Lockdown!
I woke up early because my daughter was very excited:
the Easter Bunny had been! We had been quite
worried about whether he would be able to get any
Easter eggs during lockdown, so it was very exciting to 
discover that he had left 80 mini eggs in the garden!  
We spent some time searching for them.  I think 
Stanley ate a few and we also found one that had been 
pecked by a bird!  We shared out all of the eggs  and 
tried to decide who would be able to make theirs last 
the longest (not me!).
After that we all went for a family walk with Stanley.  
We went to our favourite part of Ashridge woods which 
is so quiet and peaceful.  It is strange going out only 
once every day, but we definitely made the most of it.  
We found a new route through a dark pine forest (it 
was so quiet and eerie!)and found 3 different types of 
pine cones! We only saw 2 other people whilst we were 
out.  It is strange to have to keep at least 2 meters 
apart from others and it made me wonder if it will seem 
strange to be so close to people when lockdown is over…
When we got home I cooked a Sunday roast and we 
played some games.  I lost at Trivial Pursuit (because I 
had very hard questions! ). I won at Frustration 
though so that made up for it.  We then all sat down 
with our Easter eggs and watched the new Aladdin 
movie on Disney+ (a lockdown treat).  We have seen it 
before in the cinema but I enjoyed watching it again.  
What a lovely, family, chocolatey day!

One of my favourite things I have done during 
lockdown was…
Make Easter Nests!

Easter Nests are easy and yummy.
To make them you just need:
• Shredded Wheat Cereal
• Chocolate
• Mini eggs

First, carefully break up the chocolate then melt 
it in the microwave.
Next, roughly crunch up the cereal (you don’t 
have to use Shredded Wheat – any cereal will 
do!  We actually used Gluten Free ‘Nutribix’ 
because we can’t have most cereals!)
Then, gently mix the chocolate with the cereal
and place a spoonful in paper cupcake cases.
Finally add 2 or 3 mini eggs in the middle of
each, making a nest.
When they have cooled and set, you can eat 
them!

JOKE CORNER!
Q: What’s the Easter Bunny’s favourite type 
of music?
A: Hip Hop!

Painted Pebble Eggs!

Lockdown Haiku

No friends to play with
But fun walks with crazy dog

Eating many eggs!

Pebbles 
found in the 
garden!

Painted different 
‘mini egg’ 
colours

Egg 
Speckles 
painted by 
flicking a 
paintbrush

loaded 
with brown 
paint



Activity 1:  Diary Entry

TOP TIPS:

• Write in the past tense
Remember when you write a diary entry you are writing about 
what has happened, which means you write in the past tense.  

Verbs like ‘went’, ‘watched’, ‘played’, ‘ate’, ‘walked’ (lots of ‘-ed’ 
verbs should feature.)

• Write in the 1st Person
You are writing in your own voice about what you have done, 
thought, felt etc. 

Pronouns such as I, me, us, our, my  should feature.

• Write chronologically (in order)
A diary entry usually starts with a general statement about the 
day “Today was the most incredible day!” and then describes 
the main things that happened in order.  

• Write about the important bits
A diary entry usually includes all the best or most important
bits of the day.  You don’t need to include the boring bits like 
getting dressed, washing up or brushing your hair!  Try to 
include 2 or 3 things you did and 2 or 3 things you felt or 
thought about.

• Include a ‘final thought’
Finish your diary entry with a summary or ‘round up’ sentence 
to describe what you thought or felt about the day in a nutshell 
e.g.  “I hope that tomorrow is just as much fun as today was!”



Activity 2:  My Favourite Thing To Do In Lockdown
(a set of instructions)

TOP TIPS:

• Introduce the thing you want to write about
You could start with:
My favourite thing to do in Lockdown is…..
And then explain why you have enjoyed doing this thing:
…. because…..

• Next, start your instructions, explaining how to do it 
chronologically (in order)
Start each sentence using a time opener to make your instructions 
clear.
First, next, then, after that, finally .

• Include ‘bossy verbs’
Remember, instructions are explaining how to do something, so 
lots of doing words should be included.

• Write in the present tense
Each verb should be present tense (happening now):  
go, switch, press, walk, jump

• Include adverbs to make your instructions clear
an adverb describes a verb. Remember, they are helpful when
explaining how to do something properly e.g.
pull carefully, walk slowly, press firmly etc. 

• Read your instructions through carefully
Are your instructions clear? Did you leave any bits out? Test them 
on a grown up or sibling! 



Activity 3:  A Diagram (of an activity you have done) 

TOP TIPS:

• Choose something simple that you think we could all try
Some ideas: baking activity, a garden obstacle course, a craft 
activity, a science investigation

• A diagram is a labelled picture
Draw a clear picture of the activity.  Draw lines with a ruler to label
2 or 3 different (important) features in the picture. Neatly and 
carefully write labels.

• Include a title (or caption) to say what your diagram represents  
e.g.  ‘ Painting Easter Eggs’     ‘A Garden Obstacle Course’

• Colour your picture
choose colours to make your images clear.



Activity 4:  Jokes / Puzzles / Riddles

TOP TIPS:

• Jokes
Jokes usually include the answer (punchline underneath)
Q: What’s brown and sticky?
A: A stick!
Look online for some ideas if you’re stuck.  Type: ‘Jokes for 
Children’ into Google.

• Riddles
A riddle is a series of clues and the purpose is to guess ‘what am I?’
E.g. I am really easy to get into, but hard to get out of… what am I?

Riddles need to be thought about so often the answer isn’t
included.. But you might want to include it somewhere else on
your newsletter… or not!?
Look at the website: https://www.rd.com/culture/best-riddles-for-
kids/ for ideas.

• Puzzles
Word or Number puzzles are a great way to pass the time.  Have 
you come across any? Perhaps you have some in books you could 
copy? You could perhaps write some anagrams (letter scrambles)
e.g.  S A E T R E          N B N Y U  
(can you work out what this says by unscrambling the letters?)
or maybe you can think of a maths problems:
E.g.  21, 15, 10, 6, 3….   What number comes next?
Use your imagination or go on line to find some good ones we can 
all have a go at.  Test them on a sibling or grown up to check that 
they work!

Riddle answer:  Trouble!

https://www.rd.com/culture/best-riddles-for-kids/


Activity 5:  Write a Lockdown Haiku!

TOP TIPS:

• Look back at the slides form last week
Remind yourself of all the features and how to write Haikus

• Start by brainstorming words and phrases about your theme
What words and phrases do you think of when you think about 
your experiences of Lockdown?

• Write a sentence or two, including all your best words
don’t worry about the syllables yet!

• Split your sentences into three lines and check syllables
Remember, Haikus have 3 lines and follow the pattern (5, 7, 5)

• Read your Haiku through and check!

• Write you Haiku on your newsletter and draw your picture to go 
with it.


