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Unit 6

The Hell Hound

The Hound of  the Baskervilles  
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

How effectively can you build tension in a narrative?

Access strategies

Read out this extract from The Hound of  the Baskervilles. You could have 
lots of  pictures of  foggy scenes on a PowerPoint loop as you speak:

Every minute that white woolly plain which covered one-half  of  
the moor was drifting closer and closer to the house. Already the 
first thin wisps of  it were curling across the golden square of  the 
lighted window. The farther wall of  the orchard was already 
invisible, and the trees were standing out of  a swirl of  white 
vapour. As we watched it the fog-wreaths came crawling round 
both corners of  the house and rolled slowly into one dense bank 
on which the upper floor and the roof  floated like a strange ship 
upon a shadowy sea. Holmes struck his hand passionately upon 
the rock in front of  us and stamped his feet in his impatience.
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