
READING – 2 Weeks commencing 15.6.20 
 
DAY 1 – slide 1 
Read the words on the slide and see if you can match them to their definitions. 
Use a dictionary to check.  An online dictionary can be found here:  
https://kids.wordsmyth.net/we/ 
 
DAY 2 – Slide 2 
Read the extract from the book The Little Prince aloud.  This story is about a small boy from 
another planet who is discovered by a stranded aeroplane pilot in the middle of a desert.   

You could do this with a grown up by taking it in turns to read a paragraph each.  You could 
highlighter the text to pick out key information from the extract.  

When you have read the text twice, discuss with a grown up what you have read.   

1. Can you summarise the text (tell someone what happens in a few sentences, without 
detail) 

2. Find the words in the text from yesterday (slide 1). Underline or highlight them. 
Check you understand their meaning within each sentence by referring back to 
yesterday’s dictionary work. 

3. Are there any other words you don’t understand and need to ‘unlock’ by looking 
them up in a dictionary? 

DAY 3 – Slide 3 
Re-read the text from yesterday (Slide 2).  Have a go at the questions about the text which 
are on slide 3. (You do not need to write the answers down unless you want to – instead, 
you could discuss your answers with a grown up).  You can check your answers on the next 
slide. 

DAY 4  
Re-read the text (slide 2).  Get a sheet of paper and some coloured pens or pencils, and 
write down any questions you have about the story extract. What are you wondering 
about?  You might, for example be wondering Who is the small person? How did he get to 
the desert? Who is the narrator? Write as many questions as you can. 

Next, have a think about what might happen next.  I don’t want you to think about the 
whole story, just what will happen immediately next.  Why do you think this?   

Underneath your questions, write the next paragraph or two of the story, following your 
prediction.  

 
DAY 5  
Re-read the text.  What do you think the small person looks like? Draw a picture of the small 
person mentioned in the story.  Underneath, write a short description to say why you think 

https://kids.wordsmyth.net/we/


he looks the way you have drawn him (try to find evidence in the text to justify your ideas 
e.g.  I think he is wearing a xxxxx in paragraph 3 it says that etc.….) 
 

 
DAY 6 – slide 5 
The story you are looking at this week is all about a child’s toy who can think and feel. Ask: 
what other stories can the children think of that feature a ‘living’ toy?  
When you’ve had a think, see Slide 5 – did you think of these? 
 
Why do you think that children’s writers often choose to use toys as characters in their 
stories?  
 
Read the extract on slide 6 aloud (you could take turns to read alternate paragraphs with a 
grown up or older sibling). This is from a very famous story called ‘The Velveteen Rabbit’ by 
Margery Williams.  When we’re back in school, I will show you my copy of the book (it’s one 
of my favourites!) 
 
Highlight or underline key story information from the extract. You should try to read the 
text twice. 
 
Next, write a summary of the extract.  Remember, a summary is a short recount of just the 
key points (no detail). 
 
 
DAY 7 – slide 7 
Re-read the text, have a go at answering comprehension questions on slide 7.  You could 
discuss these with a grown up or write the answers.  
 
Check your answers on the next slide. 
 
 
DAY 8 – slide 9 
The Velveteen Rabbit was written in 1922 – nearly a hundred years ago!  
 
Read through the extract highlighting/underlining all the clues in the text that this is not a 
modern story. You could use the template on slide 9 to record your ideas in the first column 
of the table.  
 
How would the story change if it was set in the modern world?  
 
Have a go at ‘translating’ the story from ‘old-fashioned’ to ‘modern day’. What toys will the 
Boy have in the nursery? (Will it even be a nursery?) What materials would they be made 
from (would toys be made from tin?) What clothes would Nana be wearing (rather than an 
apron)? Record your ideas in the second column of the table. 
 
 



DAY 9 – Slide 10 
Look at Slide 10 - What’s in the bag? Explain that the three bags on the page belong to each 
of the main characters in the story: Nana, the Boy, and the Velveteen Rabbit. Your job is to 
read the extract again and think about what items each of the characters might be carrying 
in their bag. Some items may be directly mentioned in the story (e.g. Nana uses a candle to 
see outside at night), but some items you will have to think of for yourself (e.g. Nana would 
need to carry matches for her candle). You can be as imaginative as you like (e.g. the Boy 
might have a tub of glitter in his bag to decorate the fairy huts), but you must be able to 
explain why you have chosen to put each item into the character’s bag!  
 
Mild:  Put 3 items in each bag 
Spicy:  Put 5 items in each bag 
Hot: put 6-10 items in each bag!  
 
 
DAY 10 
Choose one of your favourite toys at home, and imagine that it can think and feel. What 
would your toy think about the games you play with it? What would the toy like best? What 
would it like the least? How would your toy feel about you?  
 

Write a paragraph about your toy in the style of The Velveteen Rabbit. You could also draw 
a picture of your toy to accompany your writing!   

 
 


