Match the words to their definitions
Check in a dictionary that you are correct
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So | lived my life alone, without anyone that |

could really talk to, until | had an accident with my The Little

plane in the Desert of Sahara, six years ago.

Something was broken in my engine. And as | had P rl n Ce
with me neither a mechanic nor any passengers, |
set myself to attempt the difficult repairs all (EXt ra Ct)

alone. It was a question of life or death for me: |
had scarcely enough drinking water to last a week.

The first night, then, | went to sleep on the sand, a thousand miles from any human
habitation. | was more isolated than a shipwrecked sailor on a raft in the middle of the
ocean. Thus you can imagine my amazement, at sunrise, when | was awakened by an odd
little voice.

It said: “If you please — draw me a sheep!”

“What!”
“Draw me a sheep!”

| jumped to my feet, completely thunderstruck. | blinked my eyes hard. | looked carefully
all around me. And | saw a most extraordinary small person, who stood there examining
me with great seriousness. Here you may see the best portrait that, later, | was able to
make of him. But my drawing is certainly very much less charming than its model.

That, however, is not my fault. The grown-ups discouraged me in my painter’s career when
| was six years old, and | never learned to draw anything, except boas from the outside
and boas from the inside.

Now | stared at this sudden apparition with my eyes fairly starting out of my head in
astonishment. Remember, | had crashed in the desert a thousand miles from any inhabited
region. And yet my little man seemed neither to be straying uncertainly among the sands,
nor to be fainting from fatigue or hunger or thirst or fear. Nothing about him gave any
suggestion of a child lost in the middle of the desert, a thousand miles from any human
habitation. When at last | was able to speak, | said to him:

“But — what are you doing here?”

And in answer he repeated, very slowly, as if he were speaking of a matter of great
consequence:

“If you please — draw me a sheep...”



. Where in the world did the narrator’s accident take place?

. What job does the narrator of the story have?

Sailor Artist Pilot Shepherd

. Repairing the plane was a guestion of life and death for the narrator because:

He only had enough water to last a week The plane engine was broken

He hadn't got anybody to talk to He hadn't got a mechanic

. ‘I was move isoloted than a shipwrecked sailor on o raft in the middle of the ocean.”

Circle the word closest in meaning to the word isolated.

island cold exhausted alone

. At what time of day was the narrator woken up by a voice?

. I jumped to my feet, completely thunderstruck.”

What does the word thunderstruck tell you?

. Look at the paragraph which begins: ‘Now / stared ...

Find and copy & word which means wonder.

. “But —what are you doing here?”

Why was the narrator surprised to find a child talking to him?




ANSWERS

1. Where in the world did the narrator’s accident take place?
The Desert of Sahara.

2. What job does the narrator of the story have?

Sailor Artist X | Pilot Shepherd

3. Repairing the plane was a guestion of life and death for the narrator because:

X | He only had enough water to last a week The plane engine was broken

He hadn't got anybody to talk to He hadn’t got a mechanic

4. ‘| was move isolated than o shipwrecked sailor on a raft in the middle of the ocean.”

Circle the word closest in meaning to the word isolated.

island cold exhausted

5. At what time of day was the narrator woken up by a voice?
At sunrise

6. ‘I jumped to my feet, completely thunderstruck.”

What does the word thunderstruck tell you?
He was very shocked.

7. Look at the paragraph which begins: ‘Now | stared ..

Find and copy & word which means wonder.
Astonishment

8. “But —what are you doing here?”

Why was the narrator surprised to find a child taking to him?
Because he is in the middie of the desert, a thousand miles away from other humans.
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Old Bear

Toys that come to life!



THE VELVETEEN RABBIT
(extract)

There was a person called Nana who ruled the nursery. Sometimes she took no notice of the
playthings lying about, and sometimes, for no reason whatever, she went swooping about like a

great wind and hustled them away in cupboards. She called this “tidying up,” and the playthings
all hated it, especially the tin ones. The Rabbit didn"t mind it so much, for wherever he was
thrown he came down soft.

One evening, when the Boy was going to bed, he couldn't find the china dog that always slept
with him. Nana was in a hurry, and it was too much trouble to hunt for china dogs at bedtime,
s0 she simply looked about her, and seeing that the toy cupboard door stood open, she made a
swaop.

“Here,” she said, “take your old Bunny! He'll do to sleep with you!™ And she dragged the Rabbit
out by one ear, and put him into the Boy's arms.

That night, and for many nights after, the Velveteen Rabbit slept in the Boy's bed. At first he
found it rather uncomfortable, for the Boy hugged him very tight, and sometimes he rolled over
on him, and sometimes he pushed him so far under the pillow that the Rabbit could scarcely
breathe. And he missed, too, those long moanlight hours in the nursery, when all the house was
silent, and his talks with the Skin Horse. But very soon he grew to like it, for the Boy used to talk
to him, and made nice tunnels for him under the beddothes that he said were like the burrows
the real rabbits lived in. And they had splendid games together, in whispers, when Nana had
gone away to her supper and left the night-light burning on the mantelpiece. And when the Boy
dropped off to sleep, the Rabbit would snuggle down dose under his little warm chin and dream,
with the Bay's hands clasped close round him all night long.

And so time went on, and the little Rabbit was very happy—<o happy that he never noticed how
his beautiful velveteen fur was getting shabbier and shabbier, and his tail becoming unsewn, and
all the pink rubbed off his nose where the Boy had kissed him.

Spring came, and they had long days in the garden, for wherever the Boy went the Rabbit went
too. He had rides in the wheelbarrow, and picnics on the grass, and lovely fairy huts built for him
under the raspberry canes behind the flower border. And once, when the Boy was called away
suddenly to go out to tea, the Rabbit was left out on the lawn until long after dusk, and Nana
had to come and look for him with the candle because the Boy couldn't go to sleep unless he
was there. He was wet through with the dew and quite earthy from diving into the burrows the
Boy had made for him in the flower bed, and Nana grumbled as she rubbed him off with a corner
of her apron.

*You must have your old Bunny!” she said. “Fancy all that fuss for a toy!”

The Boy sat up in bed and stretched out his hands.

*Give me my Bunny!” he said. *You mustn’t say that. He isn’t a toy. He's REAL!




1. Look at the first paragraph. Why didn’t the Rabbit mind being tidied up?

2. ‘.. sometimes, for no reason whatever, she went swooping obout like a great wind ...*
What does the description like a great wind tell you about the way Nana was moving?

3. Which toy did the Boy sleep with before Nana gave him the Rabbit?

4. Look at the paragraph which begins: ““Here,” she soid ...”
Find and copy a word that means hauled.

5. Why does the Velveteen Rabbit find it uncomfortable to sleep in the Boy's bed? Give two
reasons.

L

2

6. .. his beoutiful velveteen fur was getting shabbier and shobbier ...
Which word most closely matches the meaning of shabbier?

shinier longer darker scruffier

7. Lock at the paragraph which begins: ‘Spring came _°
What did the Boy and the Rabbit do together in the garden? Name two activities.

N

2




. Look at the first paragraph. Why didn’t the Rabbit mind being tidied up?
Because wherever he was thrown, he came down soft.

. ... sometimes, for no reason whatever, she went swooping about like o great wind ...°
What does the description like a great wind tell you about the way Nana was moving?

She was moving fast and powerfully.

. Which toy did the Boy sleep with before Nana gave him the Rabbit?
The china dog.

. Look at the paragraph which begins: ““Here,” she soid ...

Find and copy @ word that means hauled.

Dragged.

. Why does the Velveteen Rabbit find it uncomfortable to sleep in the Boy's bed? Give two

reasons.,

Any two of the following:

a. the Boy hugged him very tight b. the Boy rolled over on him

¢. sometimes the Boy pushed him so far under the pillow that he could scarcely
breathe.

. .. his beoutiful velveteen fur was getting shabbier and shobbier ..."
Which word most closely matches the meaning of shabbier?

shinier longer darker X | scruffier

. Look at the paragraph which begins: “Spring came _.°

What did the Boy and the Rabbit do together in the garden? Name two activities.

a. rides in the wheelbarrow b. picnics on the grass

¢. building fairy huts under the raspberry canes.




. Look through the extract for clues that this text was written a long time ago, in 1922, Record

these in the first column.

. How would you change these details to set the story in the modern day? Record your ideas in

the second column.

Clues that the text was written in How | would change this to set the
1922 story in the modern day.







