
Week beginning 15th June 2020              Reading home learning for 10 days  

Year 6, spend at least 30 minutes per day reading your own book. Make a note of any words that 

you are unsure of/unfamiliar with and look them up them up in a dictionary. Remember that it is 

still important for you to read out loud to an adult so you can learn to pronounce new words.  

Reading Tasks:  Reading comprehension 

 
Day 1 Monday  
 
Reading lesson: Tell Me No Lies by Malorie Blackman. Go to: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zdnkd6f 

• Using the novel Tell Me No Lies you will learn about retrieving information accurately from the 
text, using inference skills about characterisation and writing in the style of an author. 

• This lesson includes: 

• two videos of Dianne Buswell reading extracts from the book 

• three activities 
 

Watch Strictly Come Dancing dancer Dianne Buswell read this extract from Tell Me No Lies. 

As you watch, think about the following questions: 

• What is your first impression of Gemma? 

• How do you know that she cares about these newspaper clippings? 

Day 2 Tuesday:  
 
Now watch Dianne read a second extract from Tell Me No Lies. 

As you watch, think about the following questions. 

• What are your thoughts on the dynamics between Mike, Nan and Gramps? 

• Have you heard the phrase ‘all bark and no bite’ before?  

• What do you think it means? 

Day 3 Wednesday: Activity 1 

Extract 1 focuses primarily on the character of Gemma. Look in the text and find this section: 
‘Gemma sighed.’ 

Using the text, write a detailed summary paragraph that explains why Gemma sighed. 

You will need to refer to the extract in your explanation. 

Read extract 2 and complete activity 2 below. 

Extract 2 

Mike glared at his grandad. All the long drive down, Mike hadn’t said a single, solitary word. He’d 
nodded, shaken his head or shrugged as appropriate whenever Nan or Gramps asked him a 
question, but that was it. Mike remembered how months before Gramps and Nan sat together in 
the courtroom never saying a word to him or each other. And how much he’d hated them for it. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zdnkd6f


‘I know what you’re thinking and you needn’t worry.’ Mike glared at his grandparents. ‘I’m not 
going to disappoint you.’ 
Let them take that any way they wanted! 
‘I see that whatever else your mother did, she certainly didn’t teach you any manners,’ Gramps 
told him. ‘Or respect for your elders.’ 
‘My mum taught me that families are supposed to stick together.’ Mike said pointedly. 
‘Meaning?’ Gramps prompted with a frown. 
‘The meaning can wait until Mike has settled in,’ Nan said briskly. ‘We’re all getting off on the 
wrong foot here. Come on, Mikey. I’ll show you up to your room.’ 
Nan took hold of one of Mike’s smaller bags and led the way up the stairs. Reluctantly, Mike 
picked up his larger suitcase and followed her. Nan waited until they were on the landing before 
she spoke again. 
‘You mustn’t mind your grandad,’ she said smiling. ‘He’s all bark and no bite.’ 
His bark is so bad that he doesn’t need to bite, Mike couldn’t help thinking. 
 
Day 4 Thursday: 

Activity 2 

Revisit the text and focus on the character of Mike. He appears to be very angry in this extract. 

What does the writer tell us about him through description? What do we find out about his mood 
through what he says and how he reacts to Nan and Gramps? 

Write a short paragraph to explain how we know that Mike is angry in this extract. 

You could use the following answer stems: 

• Mike is angry because it says ............................................. 

• ............................................ shows that Mike is angry because ............................................. 

• The writer shows us that Mike is angry when she says ............................................. 
 
Day 5 Friday10:  

Activity 3 

Read extract 2 again and focus on the last two paragraphs. 
 
As readers, we are anticipating what may happen next. 

• Will Mike and Nan have another conversation? 

• Will Gramps come upstairs and join in the conversation? 

• Will Mike go back downstairs to talk to Gramps? 

• Will Nan leave Mike in his bedroom? 
Thinking about what you have read so far, write the next paragraph. 
Imagine you are the writer, Malorie Blackman, and try to mimic her style. 
 
Look back at extract 1 and see how she manages description and at extract 2, to see her use of 
dialogue. 
Then decide if your paragraph will include description and/or dialogue. 
 

 

 



Day 6  Monday: 
 
Reading lesson: Reading lesson: To Be a Cat by Matt Haig. Go to: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zbkbgwx 
Using the novel To Be a Cat you will learn about selecting key pieces of information from a text 
and evaluating the text while giving a personal opinion. 

This lesson includes: two videos of Rugby player Maro Itoje reading extracts from the book and 
three activities. 

Matt Haig uses a lot of dialogue (direct speech where a character is talking) within this extract. 
Watch the extract read by Maro Itoje. Whilst watching, think about what job the dialogue is doing. 

Is the dialogue: 

• telling us more about a character? 

• moving the story on? 

Day 7 Tuesday:  

Now watch Maro Itoje read a second extract. Whilst watching: 

• think about the impressions that you get as a reader and look for evidence that supports it 

• think about how you could write the next chapter in the same style as Matt Haig. 

Day 8 Wednesday: 
Activity 1 Extract 1 

That was very odd, you falling asleep like that,’ his mum commented. ‘I think we might need to take 
you to hospital to get you checked out.’ 

‘I’m all right now. I think I’m feeling better.’ 

But then, while he sat on the sofa watching TV with his mum, his arms started itching and he began 
to rub them. 

‘Barney, don’t do that. You’ll make them sore,’ Mum said, switching from polar bears to a quiz show. 

‘I can’t help it.’ He unbuttoned one of his cuffs, rolled up the sleeve and started to scratch the skin 
directly. ‘They’re so itchy.’ 

As he scratched he saw one, then two, then three thick black hairs on his right arm. They were pure 
jet-black, way darker than his normal mousy mid-brown hair colour, and were arranged like points 
in a neat line just below his wrist. 

‘Mum, look – these hairs.’ 

‘Oh yes, you’re turning into a man. Well, now that you’re nearly a teenager you’ll be starting to get 
hairy all over the place.’ 

‘But they’re weird. They’re black. I don’t have black hair. And they weren’t there yesterday. They 
weren’t even there this afternoon. I don’t want to turn into a man that quickly.’ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zbkbgwx


She wasn’t listening. She was too busy looking at his forehead. ‘What is it?’ Barney asked her. ‘Oh 
dear, I’ll just get the tweezers,’ she said, before disappearing up to her bedroom. Meanwhile, Barney 
went to look in the hallway mirror to see what the matter was. There, right in the middle of his 
forehead, was another thick black hair. 

Learn to explain how dialogue can convey character and move the action on 

Using Extract 1, point to, highlight or underline any dialogue (direct speech, what a character is 
saying). Say it aloud and use expression to show how the character is feeling when you are saying 
the words. 

Think about the relationship between the writer (Matt Haig) and the reader (you). 

• Which examples of dialogue had an impact on you? 

• When you read the extract, which dialogue struck a chord with you as the reader? 

Think about how successful the dialogue is. 

Make a table like the one below, write down the dialogue that you liked or found interesting. In the 
next column, write about how this helps you to understand the character or moves the action along 
(or both!). In the third column, explain what this combination shows to you, the reader. 

Example Of Dialogue Convey Character Or Move On 
The Action 

Impact On The Reader 

“Mum, look- these hairs.” 

 

 

 

 

Both – tells us about how 
Barney feels and makes Mum 
look. 

The punctuation in this 
dialogue shows us how Barney 
speaks. He pauses at the 
comma and the dash. This is to 
show how nervous and scared 
he is. It is short too, showing 
Barney has no words - he is in 
shock! 

 

 

Day 9 Thursday: 

Activity 2 Extract 2 

This was his bed. This was his room. But everything had grown beyond all possibility. 

The wardrobe was the size of a house. The bedside lamp peered down at him like some strange 
armless robot. The door was miles away. And the school uniform which hung over his chair belonged 
to a giant. 

Next he saw something which made even less sense. 

His hands, or his feet – he couldn’t tell which – were entirely covered with hair. And they were 
fingerless. Toeless. He turned his head to see what he had only felt so far. A tail. Curled into a 
quivering kind of question mark, as though the rest of his body was a query wanting an answer. 

It was impossible. 



He was still Barney. His ‘Barney-ness’ was still there in his head, his mind still the same bulging 
suitcase of memories and emotions. But at the same time he already knew he wasn’t him at all. He 
was something else. Something so impossible that he thought this had to be a dream, like the one 
he’d had about his father. 

He blinked, and then blinked some more. No. There was no doubt about it. He was awake. 

Indeed, he was as awake as he had ever been. So, to his horror, he had to believe what his eyes 
were telling him, and what the black hair and the tail and the paws were telling him. And what they 
were telling him was this: he may have gone to bed human, but he had woken up unquestionably, 
unmistakably, unimaginably cat. 

Can you explain where your impressions of the story come from? 

Re-read this extract and think about what impressions you get of Barney’s room (from his new 
perspective). 

When you are thinking of your ‘impression’ keep it very simple. You only need one or two words. 

Then, find the evidence in the text that supports what you think. 

Record your work in a table like this: 

Impression Of Barney’s Room Evidence From The Text 

Scary ‘The bedside lamp peered down on him like 
some strange armless robot.’ 

 

 

 
Day 10 Friday:  
Activity 3 Try writing in the style of Matt Haig 

Re-read both extracts and think about Matt Haig’s style as an author using these questions. 

• What is his relationship with his reader like? (For example, he lets us in to the narrative and 
trusts us). 

• What is his style? (For example, he uses dialogue and he uses description). 

• What type of vocabulary does he use? (For example, he uses relevant vocabulary and it is 
not too challenging). 

• What do you think will happen in the next chapter? 

Think about these headings and challenge yourself to write the next chapter, use these five points 
to start you off. 

• How will your chapter start? 

• Will you end the chapter on a cliff hanger? 

• Which character(s) will be in your chapter? 

• Will there be any dialogue and what job will it do? 

• What impact do you want to have on your reader and how do you want them to feel at the 
end of your chapter? 

 


