
Top tips for Reception
Red Ash

Class teachers: Mrs Owen (Tues-Fri) Miss Bowers (Mon & 
Weds)

Mrs Smith will be with us for the Autumn and Summer term 
(trainee teacher)

lucy.owen@greenway.herts.sch.uk
susanne.bowers@greenway.herts.sch.uk

Learning support: Mrs Coleman

School starts at 
8:55am

School finishes 
at 3:15pm

at Reception 
gate. 

Please collect your 
Reception child first 
before other siblings.

mailto:lucy.owen@greenway.herts.sch.uk
mailto:susanne.bowers@greenway.herts.sch.uk


Welcome! 
It is lovely to meet you and get to know your 
children. Your children have settled in very well to 
the daily routines and learning in Reception. They 
are a pleasure to teach and are engaged and excited 
about their learning!

Your children have been amazing, coming in to 
Reception independently in the mornings. Thank you 
for your support with this. 

We look forward to the fun and creative learning 
that we have in store this year!



Key information

Please label ALL belongings. 
Please have a spare set of 

named clothes.

PE kits need to be in school on a Wednesday.
You will need a t-shirt, jogging trousers/shorts and trainers 

if your child does not have these as outdoor footwear.

Coats needed 
daily

Termly tissue 
box donations 
would be much 

appreciated!

Children must have a change of shoes for inside  
and outside… named!

We ask for a £5 cash voluntary contribution each term 
towards cooking and craft activities, or £15 cash in the 

Autumn Term. 
Please hand it to the class staff in a named envelope. 

Thank you.



Key information
• All children need to bring in a named water bottle 
every day and a healthy snack (e.g fruit, veg, plain carb – no 
sesame, hummus, eggs, avocado or nut products) 

This is to keep ALL children safe!
• All admin that needs to go to the office please email
admin@greenway.herts.sch.uk
• If your child has a medical/physical condition of which 
we are not aware, then please let us know. If they 
require any medication to be administered then it 
must be in writing for us to be able to give it to your 
child with your written consent
• Please ensure that if your child requires an epi-pen or 
inhaler that we have this in school and it is in date.

mailto:admin@greenway.Herts.sch.uk


Timetable 2024-2025



New EYFS Curriculum
‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that 

enables them to fulfil their potential.’
Early Years Foundation Stage Framework, 2021

• On 31st March 2021, the Department for Education (DfE) released 
the new statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS).

• From September 2021, the framework has become statutory.
• The learning and development requirements of the EYFS remain 

largely unchanged. These include:
• Areas of learning and development to shape activities and 

experiences for children
• Early learning goals which children must work towards so that 

they can achieve these by the end of the academic year in which 
they turn five

• Assessment arrangements for measuring progress and reporting to 
parents and carers.



Reception baseline
• A new baseline assessment that is statutory 

in Reception in England from September 
2021.

• It is going to be used to improve the way 
that schools measure progress.

• It is an informal 1-1 assessment with your 
child and their class teacher. Led through 
play and their interests.

• It is not a test and the results are not shared 
with parents or teachers, but used as a tool 
for assessment at the end of Key Stage 1.



Curriculum overview



PSHE scheme
• ‘Changing me’ is taught in the Summer term.
• Main vocabulary- Eye, foot, eyebrow, forehead, 

ear, mouth, arm, leg, chest, knee, nose, tongue, 
finger, toe, stomach, hand, baby, grown-up, 
adult, change, worry, excited, memories.

• Learning intentions: I can name parts of the 
body, I can tell you foods I can eat to be 
healthy, I understand that we all grow from 
babies to adults, I can express how I feel about 
moving to Year 1, I can talk about my worries 
and things I am looking forward to, I can share 
my memories.



School lunches
• School lunches are provided by Radish and are served on site in our dining hall 
• School lunches are provided free of charge to all children in Reception and Key Stage 

1 as part of the government’s ‘universal free school meals’ scheme. The current cost of 
a meal for children in Key Stage 2 is £3.35 (September 2024).

• If your child has an allergy this should be reported to the school office and must be 
registered with Radish by completing a form, found on our website. They offer 
specifically adapted menus in line with their mainstream offer for selected food 
allergies, intolerances or cultural choices. In order to register your child’s allergy, 
please complete a form, return to Sarah Coete, Nutritionist at Radish via this email 
address Sarah.Cloete@radishallgood.com and confirm with the school office who can 
then follow up your application.

• Free School Meals – even if your child is in Reception or KS1, they may be eligible for 
the ‘Pupil Premium Grant’. This is a sum of money, paid every year to school, which 
can be used to support your child’s education in a variety of ways. Eligibility is 
linked to the criteria for Free Schools Meals. To check your eligibility click here

• Children who do not want a school meal can bring in their own packed lunch. We do 
have children with severe allergies in school. Therefore please do not send in anything 
containing egg (all forms), sesame, nuts and avocado. This includes humous and 
pesto.

• Please give the school one weeks notice should your child wish to change to or from 
school lunches. 

• You can access all forms on our website. 

https://www.radishallgood.com/our-sectors/primary-education/
mailto:Sarah.Cloete@radishallgood.com
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx#extrahelp


End of year expectations-ELGs

How do we work towards these goals?



How do children learn to read?

Listen to 
sounds Hear sounds Say sounds

Match sounds to 
letters 

(graphemes)

Blend sounds to 
read words

Sight read- say 
words just by 

looking at them

Comprehend what 
they have read

Develop a narrators 
voice

A fluent 
confident 
reader!



How does RWI work? 

Children learn 44 sounds 
(phoneme) and matching 

letters (graphemes)

Read specially designed 
books which allow them to 

apply taught phonemes 
(sounds) 

Children learn to blend 
sounds to read words… This 

is decoding!

Daily phonic 
teaching



Read Write Inc rules

• Magnet eyes
• My turn, your turn 
• Hand signal
• Talk partner 



Graphemes = letters that make 
the sound

The sound that is written 
down

English language has more 
than 150 graphemes

There are more than 150 ways to 
represent the 44 sounds using our 26 
alphabet letters 

A complex code!



Speed Sound Lesson
Typically we learn these at the start of term

Children need to be really fluent with these 
sounds and pronounce them purely without a 
schwa (an “uh” sound at the end) and have 

fun with them. They need to be able to apply
these sounds to read words. Once confident, 
we will then move on to the Set 2 Sounds.



Sounds = phonemes

Children learn 44 pure 
sounds

Ask your child to look at 
your mouth or in a mirror 

to make the sounds

Once confident at reading words with Set 1 sounds 
we progress to Set 2 sounds



Sounds = phonemes

Focus on the following 
phonemes:

m 
t
d
p
x
f
th
l

Now it’s 
your 
turn!



Special friends

When we ask a child to decode a 
word we ask them to look closely 

for special friends.



Blending
Blending- putting the phonemes (sounds) together to read the word

Oral blending is 
when children can 

hear the sounds in a 
word e.g.  m-a-t= 

mat 

Fred only 
speaks in 
sounds

Now it’s your 
turn… Fred says…! 

All starts in Nursery



Blending- putting the sounds (phonemes) together to read the word

Fred in your head for sight 
reading

As children progress 
they use…

FRED IN YOUR 
HEAD

Decoding is saying the sounds and putting them together

We use Fred to 
help us decode 
unknown words 
because he talks 

in sounds

Decoding and blending



fish 
Special friends?

How many 
sounds?



pan
Special friends?

How many 
sounds?



dog
Special friends?

How many 
sounds?



Segmenting
Segmenting is to break up a spoken word into separate sounds to spell.

Fred 
fingers



Sound blending books provide an opportunity to decode and blend 
sounds together to read words, whilst having reinforcement of a 

picture, once they have read the word.  

This is the first book we send home, when your child is ready.
Each week your child will bring home a book (Friday) they have chosen 
from the library as well. Please keep this at home for one week before 

returning it so your child can become familiar with the story/rhyme/words 
and enjoy exploring the illustrations with you. Library day is a Tuesday.

RWI book 
scheme starts

Sound blending books



A time to apply taught sounds in a 
story.

They read it daily to build their 
confidence.

Comprehension questions to ensure 
full understanding of the text 

Children are continually assessed 
throughout all of our phonic lessons. 
They will be grouped, but our groups 
are fluid and children may move into 

different groups during the year. 

Ditty and Story time



Read Write Inc Story book 
progression

Red

End of Year 1
Expected level

Green Purple Pink Orange Yellow Blue Grey

RWI book 
scheme 
finishes

End of 
Reception 

Expected level

Year 1 End 
of Autumn 
Expected 

level ½ half term 
in Spring 

Year 2 
expected 

level

Please remember every child is 
different and it is not a race! We 

should not be comparing our 
children.



Reading with your child
• Create a calm environment to read with your child.
• Look at the book together and talk about holding the book correctly, turning the 

pages, looking at the title etc.
• This can be with your child’s library book or any books from home. It is 

important to read a variety of texts to encourage their interests and literacy 
appetite!

• Your child will have a reading record for them and yourselves to record their 
reading.

• Please write in the Reading Record book when your child reads to you. (You will 
receive the Reading Record book with your child’s first reading book.)

• Your child must bring in the reading record every day.
• Your child will need to practise reading at home at least 3 times a week – it is 

recommended that they read every day. Please write a comment about how they 
have read and sign the reading record once a week ready for us to change books 
on a Friday. (if ready to).

• Please remember every child is different and it is not a race! We should not be 
comparing our children.



Oxford Owl
Check out!



Book list- Books for topics
Check out!



Mark making
Developing fine and 
gross motor skills is 

vital



Reception

Year 2 & 3

The cat lay on the mat.

Year 1

The cat lay on the mat and he fell asleep.

The cat lay on the mat and he fell asleep.

The cat lay on the mat because he was tired.

Writing progression



Maths
Concrete Pictorial Abstract



End of year expectations-ELGs



End of year expectations-ELGs



Home learning

After half-term, fun home learning 
activities will be set fortnightly on 

Fridays at 12pm on Google 
Classroom. This needs to be 

submitted/up loaded to Google 
Classrooms 2 weeks later on a 

Thursday by 12pm. 

Frequent reading at home



Special educational 
needs/disabilities SEND

• Greenway School INCO-(Inclusion Co-ordinator) and Autism Lead 
is Dani Roe dani.roe@greenway.herts.sch.uk

• INCO works in partnership with parents/carers, staff and 
professionals to ensure that pupils with SEND have the 
appropriate provision and reasonable adjustments in place in 
school.

• SEND policy, School offer and Hertfordshire local offer for SEND is 
on website

• All pupils with SEND will have a One Page Profile. This will be 
shared and targets reviewed with staff and parents/carers

• Please look out for letters and flyers for courses and opportunities 
for pupils with SEND, sent via email

• If you have concerns regarding your child please email your class 
teacher and/or INCO

mailto:dani.roe@greenway.herts.sch.uk


Children’s wellbeing
• Life is full of ups and downs! 
• Please let us know of anything that may 

affect your child at school
• This will allow us to support you and 

your child. 
• Examples might be…

Moving house
Parent 

travelling or 
away

Family member 
illness



Show and Tell 
We start this in Autumn 2.

The children take it in turns to take 
home our special class box and fill it 
with 3 items they would like to talk 

about.
Please support them to think of 

things they would like to say about 
each item.

5 minutes- informal and not a 
PowerPoint presentation! It is about 
the children becoming confident to 

speak in front of an audience.
It is also a good way to develop 
listening and questioning skills.

Class reps

Thank you to Charis and Magnus’ Mum
If you change your mobile phone number or e-mail address  then please let the office 

know (if you have not given either of these to the office please do so asap). 



Thank you for listening
Ways that you can support at home
Daily reading in a calm 
and quiet environment

Share story books with 
your child as often as 
possible. Please talk 

about the pictures and 
story with your child 

and model page 
turning, predicting 
what might happen 

next, how a character 
may be feeling and 

why, etc. It is important 
to read together for 

enjoyment!

Use money when 
visiting the shop, 
weigh items when 
making cakes and 

find many practical 
ways of involving 
maths in daily life. 

E.g. sorting socks into 
pairs and exploring 

how many knives and 
forks you need for 
dinner. How many 

altogether?

Play games to 
encourage your child 

to recognise their 
name, both 

handwritten and in a 
simple, typed font.

Counting in context 
(walking up steps, 
collecting objects)

Please ensure writing is 
in lower case, where 

appropriate.

Celebrate making ‘good 
mistakes’ as a family

Encourage your child 
to recognise numbers 

in different places 
around the indoor and 
outdoor environments.


