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Children are at the centre of everything we do

12 February 2026
Dear Parents/carers

| know many of you have contacted to me to say how much your children enjoyed
Michael Rosen visiting Greenway. The children thoroughly enjoyed his inspirational,
performances and getting their books signed.

What some of you may not know is that Greenway School and Michael’s family are
linked to the Meningitis Research Foundation.

Greenway School

In my first year as Headteacher in 2009-2010, Meningitis also affected the lives of
parents who were apart of the Greenway Primary School community. On May 11 2010
Milly Loczy — (Mr Loczy’s niece, who attended our nursery) sadly passed away after
contracting septicaemia caused by bacterial meningitis. She was a friendly, caring and
sociable little girl. On Monday, she was playing happily with her friends, in the evening
she complained of a sore leg and by Tuesday evening, she sadly died. Working closely
with Milly’s parents, it was decided that the GSA would fund a circular bench which
has a personal and beautiful inscription engraved upon it. Over the years, hundreds
of children have sat and played on the bench by the adventure trail that was placed
there in memory of her.

Michael Rosen

25 years ago the son of the children's poet Michael Rosen, Eddie Rosen, died of
meningitis aged just 18. The efforts of Eddie's friends, together with Michael, have led
to a joke book being published to celebrate his warmth and humour to raise funds for
meningitis research.

Eddie played for Arsenal FC's Community Hockey team, a long running inner city
youth programme of over 30 years, which has seen over 15,000 children learn hockey
in one of the most deprived areas of the UK. Eddie played at Old Loughtonians HC in
the 'Gunners' team, sponsored by Arsenal FC. In his memory, every year the team
have held a hockey tournament to raise funds for meningitis research and where every
single penny goes to charity.

Recently, local 10 year old, Maddie, illustrated a joke book put together by the friends
and family of Eddie. As he was the life and soul of the team with fantastic comic timing
and a kind heart who always kept everyone entertained there was no better way to
celebrate his time. Jokes were gathered from the many generations of the Arsenal
hockey team, their kids (as most graduates are that old now) and lots more young



people as Arsenal Hockey has always been about community and youth. All jokes are
aimed at primary school age children.

After doing a small print run, the Meningitis Research Foundation asked to put it on
national sale (you can buy a copy for £7 and support the cause, click here) and after
a national launch including BBC Breakfast and ITV, the book has raised thousands of
pounds, but this is only a drop in the ocean for what MRF needs to rid the country of
this tragic disease by 2030.

To find out more about meningitis, and the warning signs, please visit
https://www.meningitis.org/.

Click here for the Meningitis Research Foundation's page that provides some context
and again a link to purchase. | have a copy of ‘Big Eddies Joke Book’ and | know the
children will love it.

| do hope you enjoy Big Eddies Joke Book!

Regards
Mrs Ellwood
Headteacher
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https://www.meningitis.org/product/big-eddies-joke-book/
https://www.meningitis.org/
https://www.meningitis.org/news-and-blogs/turning-laughter-into-life-saving-awareness/

