
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Monday 23 February 2026 

Dear Parents/carers 

‘Raising Children in a Smartphone World’ – Parent talk – Wednesday 4 March at 7pm 

We are delighted that Luke Roberts – Assistant Headteacher at Ashlyns School will be delivering 

the above parent session at Greenway on Wednesday 4 March at 7pm.  Alongside his role at 

Ashlyns, he also works with PAPAYA, a charity that provides parent speakers for the Smartphone 

Free Childhood movement. Their focus is on raising awareness of the harms, risks and hidden 

opportunity costs associated with early smartphone use, while also offering practical guidance for 

parents—both for those considering delaying a device and for those whose child already has one. 

Some of you may be aware that from September 2026 Yr7 children attending Ashlyns will not be 

permitted to bring a smartphone to school. They may bring a basic feature, non-smart phone. All 

local schools, have been working together around the issue of smartphones, investigating the 

growing body of national and international research which highlights the detrimental impact of 

smartphones and social media on young people’s mental health, wellbeing and safety. We want 

to support parents in further understanding the issues, as well offering practical guidance.  

I would urge all parents to attend this talk.  Please can I ask that your register your attendance via 

the below link –  

https://forms.gle/ME8nrF36KtMzPAU3A 

Kind regards, 

Katharine Ellwood 

Headteacher 

https://forms.gle/ME8nrF36KtMzPAU3A

