
Top tips for Year 3
Beech Class

Class teacher: Miss O’Brien

Ishbel.obrien@greenway.herts.sch.uk
Current learning support: Mrs Webb

PPA teacher: Mrs Webb (Thursdays all day)

School starts at 8:50 School finishes at 3:20

PE is on a Monday and 
a Wednesday

Children must have a change of shoes for inside  
and outside… named! Please name ALL uniform.

Termly tissue box 
donations would be 
much appreciated!



Welcome! 

It is lovely to meet you and get to know 
your children. They are a delight and are 
settling into Year 3 well. It’s great to see 

how excited they are to learn and are 
already enjoying our Year 3 topics. 

I’m looking forward to working with you to 
support your child throughout the year. 





Key information
• All children need to bring in a named water bottle 
every day and a healthy snack (e.g fruit, veg, plain carb – no sesame, 
houmous, kiwi eggs or nut products) 

This is to keep ALL children safe!
• All admin that needs to go to the office please email
admin@greenway.herts.sch.uk
• If your child has a medical/physical condition of which 
we are not aware, then please let us know. If they 
require any medication to be administered then it 
must be in writing for us to be able to give it to your 
child with your written consent
• Please ensure that if your child requires an auto injector or 
inhaler that we have this in school and it is in date.
• In school, some children have compromised immunity. To keep them 

safe, please DO NOT send your child to school if they are unwell. 

mailto:admin@greenway.Herts.sch.uk


End of Year Expectations - Reading
Consistently and independently are key!

Teachers use an assessment 
framework to assess against. 



Reading
In Year 3, children 

choose their reading 
books, with guidance! 

Every day reading 
supports fluency. 

Please write a 
comment about how 
they have read and 

sign the reading 
record once a week 

ready for us to 
change books on a 

Friday 

Remember that re-
reading a text is 

important for 
consolidation, fluency, 

expression and 
comprehension

Your child will have a 
reading record for them 

and yourselves to 
record their reading 

diet

Your child must bring 
in their reading record 

every day 

Your child will bring 
home a book from 

school a week – but 
please read a range of 

texts too! 

We will collect Reading 
Records and books in 

on a Thursday

So what does age 
related reading look 

like?

Phonics is still 
key!

Checking children’s 
understanding of words, 

phrases and events is 
key… never assume that 

they know!



Read Write Inc Story book 
progression

Red

End of Year 1
Expected level

Green Purple Pink Orange Yellow Blue Grey

RWI book 
scheme 
finishes

End of 
Reception 

Expected level

Year 1 End 
of Autumn 
Expected 

level ½ half term 
in Spring 
Year 2 

expected 
level



What happens after Read Write 
Inc?

Broadening 
their reading 
diet further

Turquoise

Continue to broaden 
their vocabulary and 

understanding of 
words and phrases

End of Year 2
Expected level

Autumn Year 2
Expected level

Purple Gold 
star

White Lime Ruby Black

Year 3 
Autumn 1

Year 3 
Autumn 2

Year 3 
Spring 1



A fluent reader is…

A child who is 
reading 90-95% 
of the words by 

sight

Understands 
what they are 

reading –
verbally and in 

writing

Uses the 
punctuation to 
support their 

fluency

Uses a narrators 
voice 

Uses intonation

Then after Read Write Inc…



They 

become

a

READING RAVER!



Reading Ravers
Typically, children are choosing a range of age appropriate 

texts to share at home- recommended reads



Age-related reader
You’ll notice I used:
• Intonation
• Correct tone when reading
• Self-correction 
• Reading accurately of two 

or more syllable words
• Very few mistakes
• Uses phonics to decode 

‘completely’ in their head

After reading, an adult needs to:
• Spend time discussing the text
• Asking and answering questions 

about the text together 
• Predicting what might happen next
• Discussing the vocabulary and 

meaning of the language in the text
• Remember that re-reading a text is 

important for consolidation, 
fluency, expression and 
comprehension

• Please use the school bookmark 
provided to support reading 
comprehension

• Reading together for enjoyment!



Year 3 age related text example

Being able to 
read the 

words on the 
page-

decoding

Being able to 
understand 

the words on 
the page-

comprehension

Remember reading is…





Reading strategies reminder 



Book list- Books for topics
Check out!



End of Year Expectations - Writing
Consistently and independently are key!

Teachers use an assessment framework to 
assess against. 



Single (main) clause

Subordinate clause

Co-ordinating conjunction

Colour coded visual writing

Writing Top tips
Take a look at the age-related expectations!

We use a colour coded approach to 
support sentence structure. 

Coherent Punctuation Conjunctions Spelling rules

Handwriting -
cursive

Different 
purposes

Correct tense

Writing 
speech

Plot + setting





Reception

Year 2 & 3

The cat lay on the mat.

Year 1

The cat lay on the mat and he fell asleep.

The cat lay on the mat and he fell asleep.

The cat lay on the mat because he was tired.

Writing progression



Age related writing example

This writer has to do this consistently in a range 
of pieces! 

Most letters 
joined

Rereading 
and editing

Using 
punctuations, 

capital letters, and 
conjunctions



Age related writing example

This writer has to do this consistently in a range 
of pieces! 

Writing for a range 
of purposes

Non-narrative form

Mostly accurate 
spelling



Spelling Top tips

Frequent practise in 
different ways

Use ‘Fred fingers’

Rainbow writing Write the word, cut up 
each letter, reorder it! 

Pyramid writing

Celebrate making ‘good 
mistakes’ as a family

Put spelling words into a 
silly story! 

Put spelling words into 
sentences! 



End of Year Expectations - Maths
Consistently and independently are key!

Teachers use an assessment framework to 
assess against. 



Home learning opportunities- Maths

• Times tables: 2, 5, 10, 3, 4, 8

• Telling the time confidently to the nearest 5 minutes 
(12 and 24hr clock) and then using time in every day 
life

• Number rehearsal – counting, ordering, estimating, 
sequencing numbers up to and including 3 digit 
numbers 

• Using and recognising Maths in every day contexts –
such as baking, shopping, using money, measuring

• Maths games – such as snakes and ladders, 
Monopoly, card games.



Home Learning
Maths and Writing will be set on alternating weeks on Fridays at 
3pm on Google Classrooms. This needs to be 
submitted/uploaded to Google Classrooms by 3pm the following 
Thursday. Your child will complete their Maths home learning in 
their Maths home learning book, which is to stay at home. 
Writing home learning can be completed in their Spelling 
Journal, which should also stay at home.

Please mark their work with them so they get instant feedback.



Home Learning

Spellings are set weekly every Friday via Spelling Shed. The class 
will learn the rule and refer to it throughout the week along with 
revisiting it. This is to ensure that spellings are applied in 
writing rather than just learning them for a test. 

Please practise with your child. If writing, please use their 
spelling books to practise writing on lines. 

The dictation includes words using the same spelling rule. 

Guided Reading I will be uploading a copy of next weeks guided 
reading text onto google classroom. To support your child, read 
through the text with them and let them have a go practicing 
their fluency.



Beech Curriculum Overview 2026-2027
Autumn Spring Summer

Science Rocks and soils

Plants 

Forces and magnets 

Light and shadows 

Animals including humans

Art and Design Mixed media: paint, cloth, 

thread

Gestural drawing with 

charcoal

Print and Collage: working 

with shape and colour

Design and 

Technology

Shell structures 2D shape to 3D product 
(textiles)

Healthy and varied diet

Computing Online safety (including 

email) 

Touch typing

Branching databases

Simulations

Spreadsheets

Presenting

Coding

Geography Why do people live near 
volcanoes?

Who lives in 
Antarctica?

Are all settlements the same?

French Phonetics 1

I am learning French and 

Animals

Musical instruments 

Ancient history

Fruits

Little Red Riding Hood



Beech Curriculum Overview 2026-2027
PE Fundamentals

Dance

Gymnastics

Target games

Dodgeball

Rapid fire cricket

Ball skills 

Basketball 

Table tennis

Athletics

Hockey

Tennis

Rounders

Cricket

OAA

History Stone Age: How did the 

lives of Ancient Britain’s 

change during the Stone 

age?

Bronze Age: What is the 

secret of the standing 

stones?

Iron Age: How do artefacts help 

us understand the lives of 

people in Iron Age Britain?

R.E. What makes us human?
Where do our morals come 

from?

Is scripture central to 
religion?

What happens if we do 
wrong?

Why is water symbolic?
Why is fire used ceremonially?

Music Elements of composition

Music technology 

Singing skills

Ukulele

Elements of music

World Music

P.S.H.E/SRE Being me in my world

Celebrating difference

Dreams and goals

Healthy me 

Relationships 

Changing me 

Educational visits will be linked to the curriculum 
and will be confirmed later on in the year.



PSHE scheme

• ‘Changing me’ is taught in the Summer 
term 

• Main vocabulary: changes, uterus, womb, 
puberty, testicles, sperm, penis, ovaries, 
egg, vagina.

• Content covered: babies and how babies 
grow, body changes, family stereotypes 
and looking ahead to Year 4

• Further details are in the PSHE Policy 







Children’s wellbeing

• Life is full of ups and downs! 

• Please let us know of anything that may 
affect your child at school

• This will allow us to support you and your 
child. 

• Examples might be…

Moving house
Parent travelling 

or away
Family member 

illness



Class reps

Thank you to Anneke
and Becky

If you change your mobile phone number or e-
mail address  then please let the office know (if 
you have not given either of these to the office 
please do so asap). 

Useful resources
BBC bitesize
Mathletics
TT Rockstars
Oak National Academy
EdShed
Nrich
Whiterose
Top Marks 
Purple Mash

Thank you for 
listening! 



Thank you for listening
Ways that you can support at home:
Daily reading in a calm 
and quiet environment

Frequent spelling 
practice

Reading to your child

Practise times tables: 
3s, 4s, 8s.

Telling the time in 
context

Counting in 2s, 3s, 4s, 
5s, 8s and 10s 

Purposeful writing 
opportunities (post cards, lists, 

mini stories, letters)

Playing board games

Celebrate making ‘good 
mistakes’ as a family


